
Writing Tips: How to Write Well According to
"On Writing Well"
If you're looking to improve your writing skills, then you need to read "On
Writing Well" by William Zinsser. This classic guide to writing offers
practical advice on everything from grammar and punctuation to style and
structure. In this article, we'll summarize some of the key points from "On
Writing Well" to help you become a better writer.

1. Write clearly and concisely

One of the most important principles of good writing is clarity. Your writing
should be easy to understand and follow. This means using clear and
concise language, avoiding jargon and technical terms, and organizing your
thoughts in a logical way.
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Here are some tips for writing clearly and concisely:

Use active voice instead of passive voice.

Use specific nouns and verbs.

Avoid jargon and technical terms.

Organize your thoughts in a logical way.

2. Be specific and concrete

Another important principle of good writing is specificity. Your writing should
be specific and concrete, not vague and abstract. This means using
specific nouns and verbs, and providing details and examples to support
your points.

Here are some tips for being specific and concrete:

Use specific nouns and verbs.

Provide details and examples.

Avoid generalizations.

3. Use strong verbs

Verbs are the workhorses of your writing. They convey action and
movement, and they help to create vivid images in the reader's mind. When
choosing verbs, opt for strong verbs that are active and specific.

Here are some tips for using strong verbs:

Use active voice instead of passive voice.



Use specific verbs.

Avoid weak verbs.

4. Write in a clear and concise style

Your writing style should be clear, concise, and easy to read. This means
avoiding jargon and technical terms, using simple sentence structure, and
varying your sentence length.

Here are some tips for writing in a clear and concise style:

Avoid jargon and technical terms.

Use simple sentence structure.

Vary your sentence length.

5. Revise and edit your work

Once you've finished writing, take some time to revise and edit your work.
This means checking for errors in grammar, punctuation, and spelling, as
well as making sure that your writing is clear, concise, and specific. It also
means getting feedback from others to help you identify areas that need
improvement.

Here are some tips for revising and editing your work:

Check for errors in grammar, punctuation, and spelling.

Make sure that your writing is clear, concise, and specific.

Get feedback from others.



"On Writing Well" is a classic guide to writing that offers practical advice on
everything from grammar and punctuation to style and structure. By
following the principles outlined in this book, you can become a better
writer and communicate your ideas more effectively.
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