
Unveiling the Treasures of the Pericles Folger
Shakespeare Library: A Journey Through
Literary History
Nestled amidst the vibrant tapestry of Washington, D.C., the Pericles
Folger Shakespeare Library stands as a testament to the enduring legacy
of one of the greatest literary figures of all time: William Shakespeare.
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Founded in 1932 by the philanthropist Henry Clay Folger, the library is a
haven for scholars, researchers, and lovers of literature worldwide. Within
its hallowed halls, an unparalleled collection of rare books, manuscripts,
and artifacts awaits exploration, offering an immersive journey through the
vibrant literary landscapes of Shakespeare's time.

A Literary Treasure Trove

The heart of the library's collection lies in its extraordinary assemblage of
rare books, spanning centuries of literary history. Among its most prized
possessions is the First Folio of Shakespeare's collected plays, published
in 1623. This seminal work, considered the cornerstone of Shakespearean
scholarship, presents 36 of the playwright's iconic dramas, including
"Hamlet," "Othello," and "King Lear."
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Beyond the First Folio, the library boasts an extensive collection of quarto
editions of Shakespeare's plays, dating back to the Elizabethan era. These
early printed versions provide valuable insights into the evolution of
Shakespeare's writing and the changing tastes of his audiences.

Complementing the collection of printed works are a wealth of manuscripts,
offering a glimpse into the creative process of Shakespeare and his
contemporaries. The library holds original manuscripts of works by
Christopher Marlowe, Ben Jonson, and John Milton, providing tantalizing
glimpses into the minds of these literary giants.
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Illuminating Shakespeare's World

Beyond the literary treasures, the Pericles Folger Shakespeare Library
houses a remarkable collection of artifacts that bring the world of
Shakespeare and his contemporaries to life. From costumes and props
used in stage productions to personal belongings of the playwright himself,
these items provide a tangible connection to the vibrant cultural milieu of
Elizabethan England.

Among the most captivating artifacts is the Chandos portrait, believed to be
the only authentic likeness of Shakespeare. Painted around 1610, the
portrait captures the playwright in his later years, his piercing gaze and
thoughtful expression hinting at the depth of his genius.



The library also houses a collection of early playbills, offering a glimpse into
the theatrical landscape of Shakespeare's time. These posters advertised
upcoming performances, providing valuable information about the plays,
actors, and venues involved.

William Levinson: A Literary Legacy
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The Pericles Folger Shakespeare Library is not only a repository of literary
treasures but also a vibrant center for scholarship and research. Among the
many notable figures associated with the library is William Levinson, a
renowned Shakespearean scholar and former director.

Levinson's work has been instrumental in shaping our understanding of
Shakespeare's plays and sonnets. His groundbreaking research on the
textual history of Shakespeare's works has shed new light on the
playwright's creative process and the evolution of his writing over time.

Levinson's legacy extends beyond his academic contributions. As director
of the Folger Library, he played a pivotal role in expanding the collection
and making its resources accessible to scholars and the general public.

A Literary Pilgrimage

For lovers of literature and history, a visit to the Pericles Folger
Shakespeare Library is akin to a pilgrimage to a sacred site. Within its
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hallowed halls, visitors can immerse themselves in the world of
Shakespeare and his contemporaries, experiencing the richness and depth
of one of humanity's greatest literary achievements.

Through its extensive collection of rare books, manuscripts, and artifacts,
the library offers a unique opportunity to engage with the creative minds
that shaped the course of literary history. Whether you are a seasoned
scholar or a casual enthusiast, the Pericles Folger Shakespeare Library
promises an unforgettable journey through the timeless landscapes of
words and ideas.



So embark on this literary pilgrimage today and discover the hidden
treasures that await you at the Pericles Folger Shakespeare Library, where
the legacy of William Shakespeare and his fellow literary giants continues
to inspire and captivate generations.
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